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PALLIATIVE CARE FUNDS RESTORED 
 

More than $1 million in funding for palliative care services in Northern Sydney Local 
Health District, cut last year by the previous Labor government, will be restored, the 
Minister for Health, Jillian Skinner, announced tonight. 
 

The pledge came after a petition, signed by more than 23,000 people, was tabled in 
Parliament, protesting against cuts to palliative care provided by HammondCare 
Health and Hospitals. 
 

“I have a very strong personal commitment to the value of palliative care for terminally 
ill patients and their families – whether it is provided in hospital or at home,” Minister 
Skinner said. 
 

“I am very pleased that we can restore funding for this critical service for our most 
vulnerable patients,” she said. 
 

“I joined my parliamentary colleagues throughout the north shore and northern 
beaches electorates in fighting these cuts inflicted by the former Labor Government 
back in 2009. 
 

“I was very disappointed that a government could neglect a service that can improve 
the quality of the last months of a person’s life and allow them to die with dignity. 
 

“Under this government, palliative care will not be disregarded in the same way as it 
was under Labor, and the first step to fixing this problem is to restore funding to 
services in northern Sydney.” 
 

In addition to restoring the funding for Hammond healthcare services in Northern 
Sydney, Mrs Skinner committed to increasing palliative care services across the state. 
 

“NSW Health will map current palliative care services against population needs; 
investigate population planning tools used in other jurisdictions to assist in future 
service planning;  examine the current workforce and identify any gaps, and examine 
training and resources available to support volunteers, carers and health workers,” 
Mrs Skinner said. 
 

“This is an exciting announcement because it again gives palliative care the 
importance it deserves in our community,” she said. 
 

“People deserve support and services which help them preserve dignity when they are 
facing end of life issues. This funding should never have been removed by the 
previous government.” 


