
PALLIATIVE CARE FUNDING AND SERVICES – PETITION 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
You may well ask why we have to do this all again! You remember that last year we 
mounted a great campaign to have the funds restored for palliative care in northern 
Sydney? That petition also asked the government to improve services throughout 
NSW. People worked really hard collecting signatures. In all 24,000 were collected. 
The Government responded by restoring funding to northern Sydney as requested and 
promised to improve services throughout NSW.  
  
Since then there was a taskforce on which I sat to advise the government about the 
needs. We found that the needs were very great. They are greatest in the rural areas 
but more funding is also needed in metropolitan areas particularly for people dying in 
acute hospitals and in nursing homes.  
 
The NSW State Budget gave palliative care only an extra $5M. That is less than a 
tenth of what I believe is needed. I understand why they did this. With the great 
financial stringencies they couldn't justify such a big expenditure when Treasury isn't 
convinced that it is necessary. 
 
So this time we will be collecting signatures everywhere. All over NSW, in hospitals 
and palliative care units, in doctors' surgeries and chemist shops, support groups and 
clubs. I will promote this all over NSW. When the petitions are handed in in about 
November I will separate out the different country towns and Sydney Metropolitan 
area. This will demonstrate to the government and in particular Treasury that the need 
is statewide. The government starts budget discussions in November. Then we will be 
rewarded in June next year - at last! 
 
Ghandi said: "First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then 
you win." 
 
Any help you can give by collecting signatures will be such a help to those living and 
dying without adequate palliative care. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
Yvonne McMaster 


